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THE MISSION OF 
THE OFFICE OF 

JUVENILE AFFAIRS 
 
 
 

The Office of Juvenile Affairs is a 
state agency entrusted by the people 
of Oklahoma to provide professional 
prevention, education, and treatment 
services as well as secure facilities 
for juveniles in order to promote 
public safety and reduce juvenile 
delinquency. 
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Executive Director’s Comments 
 
 
The Office of Juvenile Affairs provides services to youth who commit status and/or delinquent 
offenses and to their families. Our agency’s three main goals of Accountability, Protection and 
Prevention guide our work in providing services to Oklahoma’s troubled youth and their families.   
 
Attaining these goals is emphasized by our rules and procedures for appropriately assessing 
youth, establishing treatment plans for them, and ensuring that they receive needed services as 
well as effective residential care if necessary.  OJA frontline staff and their supervisors regularly 
review individualized treatment plans with the youth, their families and service providers to 
ensure that desired changes are occurring.  
 
The Office of Juvenile Affairs continually explores and implements changes in our programs and 
methods of operation that are beneficial to helping our clients break the cycle of juvenile 
delinquency and dysfunctional behavior. 
 
During FY 2004 we opened a Mental Health Unit at the Lloyd E. Rader Center to offer intensive 
treatment to those youths who were unable to respond appropriately to institutional treatment 
because of mental health issues and who were unable to gain admission to inpatient psychiatric 
facilities.   
 
We also continue our efforts to provide gender-responsive programming, concentrating on 
creating changes in institutional care for girls.  We will continue our efforts to facilitate a strong, 
cohesive continuum of services to girls.  Partnership efforts with the University of Oklahoma 
Department of Educational Psychology were initiated during FY 2004. 
 
We are continuing work on determining at what point(s) disproportionate minority representation 
occurs in the Oklahoma juvenile justice system in order to help ameliorate it.  
         
 
 
 
 

 iv  



We continue to assess outcome measures for programs on a quarterly basis and to refine our 
Strategic Plan to target identified issues.  
 
OJA continues to seek improved ways to protect the public, hold offenders accountable, 
promote enlightened policies in the juvenile justice system and partner with other resource 
providers to prevent and respond to juvenile crime. 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard DeLaughter 
Executive Director 
Office of Juvenile Affairs 
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Board of Juvenile Affairs 
 
Title 10, O.S., § 7302-1.1 authorizes the Board of Juvenile Affairs (Board) as the governing 
body for the Office of Juvenile Affairs. The Board consists of seven members appointed by the 
Governor with the advice and consent of the Oklahoma Senate. The term of office for a Board 
member is six years. Appointments are limited to two terms. The Board meets monthly in a 
manner consistent with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act [Title 25, O.S., § 301 et seq.]. 
 
The Board of Juvenile Affairs was created February 1, 1995. On February 14, 1995, the seven 
members of the Board were appointed by Governor Frank Keating with the advice and consent 
of the Senate. 
 
The Board of Juvenile Affairs sets broad policy for the Office of Juvenile Affairs and is its 
rulemaking body. The Board is responsible for reviewing and approving the budget, assisting 
the agency in planning activities related to the priorities and policies of the agency, providing a 
public forum for receiving comments and disseminating information to the public, and 
establishing contracting procedures for the agency and guidelines for rates of payment for 
services provided by contract. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Charles Jackson (Criminal Justice) 
 
Charles Jackson was appointed to the OJA Board of Directors in 
March of 2004.  Mr. Jackson and his wife, Tamara, reside in 
Tulsa.  He brings 35 years of experience in law enforcement and 
is a retired Deputy Police Chief from the Tulsa Police 
Department. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
Robert Ravitz, Vice-Chair (Public Defender) 
 
Bob Ravitz, Vice-Chair of this Board, currently serves as Public 
Defender of Oklahoma County, a position he assumed in 1987. 
He previously served as First Assistant Public Defender and as 
Assistant Public Defender. Ravitz is also an adjunct professor at 
Oklahoma City University School of Law and has taught at the 
University of Central Oklahoma, Oklahoma State University and 
University of Oklahoma School of Law. 
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In 1996, Mr. Ravitz was the Criminal Defense Lawyers’ Association recipient of the Clarence 
Darrow Award as Oklahoma’s outstanding criminal defense lawyer. Mr. Ravitz successfully 
argued Cooper v. Oklahoma before the United States Supreme Court, where the Court 
unanimously concluded the Oklahoma standard for determining competency to stand trial was 
unconstitutional. Mr. Ravitz has also received the Angie Debo Civil Liberties Award for 
significant contributions to civil liberties. 
 
Mr. Ravitz is a member of the Oklahoma Board of Juvenile Affairs and previously served as its 
Chairman. 
 
He is also a member of the Oklahoma Sentencing Commission, the Uniform Jury Instruction 
Committee, and has served and continues to serve on numerous State Bar committees. Mr. 
Ravitz previously served on Truth-in-Sentencing Policy Advisory Committee to the Oklahoma 
Legislature. 
 
Mr. Ravitz has been elected to the presidency of the Oklahoma City University Law Alumni 
Association, the Metro Alliance for Safer Cities, and the Oklahoma Criminal Defense Lawyers’ 
Association. He was a Barrister of the American Inn of Court XIII from 1990 to 1993 and is 
currently a Master in the William J. Holloway Inn of Court. In addition, Mr. Ravitz has served on 
the Board of Directors of Legal Aid of Western Oklahoma, the Oklahoma County Bar 
Association, and the Oklahoma Criminal Defense Lawyers’ Association. 
 
He has lectured at numerous seminars presented by the Oklahoma Bar Association, the 
National Judicial Conference, the Oklahoma Judicial Conference, the Oklahoma City University 
School of Law, the University of Oklahoma School of Law, the Oklahoma Criminal Defense 
Lawyers’ Association, the Oklahoma City Police Department, the Tulsa County Bar Association, 
the NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund, the Virginia Coalition Against the Death 
Penalty, and the Oklahoma County Bar Association. Mr. Ravitz has spoken at numerous civic, 
educational, and church groups on various criminal law and sentencing topics. 
 
Mr. Ravitz received his B.S. Degree from the University of Colorado in 1974 and his Juris 
Doctorate from Oklahoma City University in 1976. He is a member of the Oklahoma and 
Colorado State Bar Association. He is also a member of the Bar of the United States Supreme 
Court, the United States Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit, and the United States District 
Courts for the Western District of Oklahoma and District of Colorado. He and his wife, Diane, 
have two children, Rachel, a sixth grader, and Jennifer, a fourth grader. 
 
Charles N. Nobles (At-Large Member) 

 
 
Charles N. Nobles, B.B.A., C.P.A., is a retired oil and gas financial 
executive. He is an active member of the Kiwanis Club of 
Oklahoma City and the Council of Petroleum Accountants 
Society, Oklahoma City, where he served each organization as a 
board member and president. In addition, he has been the 
Kiwanis High School Key Club chair for several years. Prior to his 
appointment to the Board, he was the treasurer and a member of 
the board of directors of Youth Services for Oklahoma County, 
Inc. For many years he was active in the Cub Scouts, the Boy 
Scouts, the Girl Scouts and was a youth league baseball coach 
for 12 years.  

 vii  



 
 
 

 
 
Jay Keel (Representing Oklahoma Tribal Government) 
 
Jay Keel is a Chickasaw from Ada where he serves the tribe as 
Administrator of the Division of Youth and Family Services. He is 
a licensed Baptist minister, serving previously as a Youth Pastor. 
Mr. Keel currently serves as President of the Board of Directors of 
the Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy. He is also a member 
of the Board of Directors of Prevent Child Abuse Oklahoma as 
well as Caring For Ada's Children. He and his wife Donna have 
three children. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Ray Don Jackson (District Attorneys Council) 
 
Ray Don Jackson was born in Alva, Oklahoma, the oldest son of 
school teachers. He graduated from Crawford High School and 
attended Oklahoma Christian College, where he was a member of 
the first graduating class from that institution. Mr. Jackson 
attended Oklahoma City University College of Law, and obtained 
his law degree. 
 
Ray Don Jackson’s career spans over 20 years. Mr. Jackson 
served as an Assistant District Attorney for Woodward County 
from 1971 until 1974. Elected as Associate District Judge for 
Woodward County in 1974, Mr. Jackson held that position for 10 
years. In 1984 he entered private practice in the firm of Wright, 

Jackson and Jackson. In 1990 Mr. Jackson was first elected as District Attorney for the 26th 
District and was re-elected without opposition in 1994 and again in 1998. 
 
In 1995 Mr. Jackson was appointed to the Board. Mr. Jackson is also past President of the 
Oklahoma District Attorneys Association. He is married to Mary Jackson, who is a school 
teacher in the Woodward Public Schools, and they are the parents of two adult children. 
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Robert Milan (Social Work) 
 
Mr. Milan is in private practice and serves as an adjunct professor 
for Cameron University. He has had extensive professional 
experience with substance abuse issues and has received state 
and national recognition for his work in that area. Mr. Milan has a 
long history of community commitment and involvement.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Lonelia L. Simmons (Education) 
 
Mrs. Simmons is a teacher in the Muskogee Public School 
System.  She has been an educator for 21 years.  She also taught 
school in El Paso, Texas for five years and has a lifetime teaching 
certificate in Texas and is licensed in California.  Mrs. Simmons 
has been involved in various youth projects and is a building 
representative, as well as a member of the M.E.A., O.E.A. and 
N.E.A. 
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